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Abstract
This  thesis  applies  Isiah  Berlin's  theory  on  the  inversion  of  positive  liberty  to  the  concept  of 
negative  liberty.  Negative  liberty,  the  freedom from coercion,  has  become a  monistic  doctrine 
through the political philosophy of neo-liberalism. This inversion of negative has led to the forceful 
promotion of democracy, and the invasion of Iraq in 2003.  While initial claims of searching for 
Weapons  of  Mass  Destruction  (WMD)  were  proved  false  in  Iraq,  “spreading  freedom  and 
democracy” became a dominant part of the discourse. Using process tracing one will argue that, in 
Iraq, a massive project of social reengineering was attempted. The occupation authorities attempted 
to reorientate Iraqi society to the values of negative liberty. This engendered huge resistance among 
the people of Iraq. This led to a postmodern nightmare in Iraq, wherein the occupation forces were 
torturing, imprisoning, and killing, in the name of freedom from coercion and interference. This 
thesis argues that the project of democratic revolution in Iraq failed due to a narrow conception of 
freedom ignoring indigenous demands and culture. 
Keywords; Negative Liberty, Monism, Neoliberalism, 'inversion of liberty', 2003 Iraq War
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The Inversion of Negative Liberty & the Invasion of Iraq
 Introduction
Negative liberty* has become the dominant conception of freedom in global institutions and 
discourses. Negative liberty is the freedom from coercion and interference (Berlin, 1958). Political 
liberty is simply “the area within which a man can act unobstructed by others” (Berlin, 1958, pp.3).  
Internationally this doctrine of liberty has been spread through the Reagan (Krauthammer, 2001), 
Clinton (Brinkley,  1997),  and Bush doctrines (Hassan, 2008).  In the post-Cold War period,  the 
spread of democracy through force and violence became the driving force in American foreign 
policy.  The invasion of Iraq in 2003 was the culmination of this  agenda,  and while the fall  of 
Saddam was greeted joyously in the streets, the imposition of neoliberal democracy was not. Instead 
of  a  “bastion of democracy” (Rumsfeld,  2003),  Iraq became a postmodern nightmare.  A failed 
“democratic  revolution”  (Arato,  2009).  Using process  tracing  (PT)  this  thesis  will  describe  the 
attempted “revolution” displaying how the failure is casually linked to an inverted form of negative 
freedom. This “inversion of liberty” will be linked with to the expansion of coercion and tyranny 
there. The occupation forces in Iraq coerced and brutalised people in the name of a “freedom from 
coercion”, an extreme paradox. It will be argued that the project of democracy promotion in Iraq 
failed due to the narrow forms of freedom and democracy promoted there. The occupiers did not 
offer a positive vision of Iraqi society, they sought to create a vacuum of interference. This was 
filled  by  Islamist  and  nationalist  forces  offering  different  competing  visions  which  ultimately 
succeeded.  This  thesis  argues  for  a  re-imagination  of  the  concept  of  freedom  in  international 
society.
* Freedom and Liberty will be used interchangeably in this paper
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1.1 - Literature Review
Isiah Berlin in his lecture series,  Two Concepts of Liberty, proposed an elemental binary 
between  the  concepts  of  negative  and  positive  liberty.  Negative  liberty  is  the  freedom  from 
coercion,  and is  primarily  directed  at  external  obstacles  to  create  freedom of  individual  action 
(Gustavsson, 2011). These freedoms are best exemplified in the freedoms of speech, assembly and 
political participation. Freedom, in this conception, is not for anything. Freedom is the vacuum of 
coercion in which one has the opportunity to act. This is contrasted with the concept of positive 
liberty.  This is the freedom  for self-direction (Berlin, 1958, pp.9). Positive liberty, according to 
Berlin, was in danger of the “inversion of liberty” (Gustavsson, 2011, pp.16). This was due to a 
monistic  tendency  in  positive  liberty.  Monism  is  a  belief  in  “the  reduction  of  all  processes, 
structures, concepts etc, to a single governing principle; the theoretical explanation of everything in 
terms of one principle.” (Berlin, 1958, pp.17). For Berlin, positive liberty, like communism, had 
been abused by theorists and ideologues to create a state of unfreedom in the world (Crowder, 
1988). Berlin conducts a quasi-historical analysis arguing that the inversion of positive liberty is 
well established (1958, pp.10). This conclusion is debated (Crowder, 1988) (Gustavsson, 2012), but 
few scholars investigate whether this inversion has occurred with the opposing concept, negative 
liberty. Berlin did not encounter the abuse of negative liberty and therefore saw it as a better form of  
freedom to aspire. With the end of the Cold War and the “End of History” (Fukyama, 1989), this has 
become  a  falsehood.  This  thesis  will  investigate  the  inversion  of  negative  liberty  in  the  late-
twentieth and twenty-first centuries and how it led to tyranny and coercion following the invasion 
of Iraq.
In  Iraq,  “democratic  revolutionaries”  believed  a  democratic  Iraq  would  herald  a 
transformation of the Middle-East (Hassan, 2008). The architects of this invasion posited their faith 
in the power of democracy (Müllerson, 2013). This was a particular form of democracy, a neoliberal  
form, “a narrow form of democracy, including only the rights to a multiparty system, government 
by consent and free and fair elections (political pluralism)” (Sirriyeh, 2007, pp.107). Neoliberalism 
is  a  project  rooted in  the  monistic  belief  of  freedom from interference (Whyte,  2007).  This  is  
expressed through the supremacy of the market (Lemke, 2001). In Iraq, “the market” would become 
the guiding force of people, not the nation. This project of social re-engineering failed in Iraq, but 
the primary arguments for this are; lack of ethnic homogeneity (Bellin 2004/2005), the US policies 
towards Iraq (Baker, et al., 2010), and de'Ba'athification (Monten, 2004). Few authors draw these 
factors together to understand the invasion as a “global experiment in behaviourism” (Klein, 2007, 
pp.332), with the aim of re-orientating Iraqi society to the values of negative liberty. The Iraqi 
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people would no longer be nationals of Iraq but Iraqi consumers, free to pursue their self interest 
without coercion, and when the people of Iraq rejected this gift of “freedom”, Berlin's warning 
became manifest. A monistic political system lead to tyranny and coercion in Iraq. The occupation 
in this framework became complicit in the imprisonment, torture, and killing of people in the name 
of a “freedom from coercion”. As the occupation constructed an area, free from all interference, 
others forces sought to occupy this “area”, expressing a different vision of the new Iraqi state. These 
forces projected a vision of a society grounded in positive liberty, a positive vision of society, and 
freedom through the force of political Islam offered (Cole, 2005). This leads one to the main thesis;
How  did  the  promotion  of  negative  liberty  and  democracy  in  Iraq  lead  to 
tyranny and coercion?
1.2 - Overview
This thesis will be split into two chapters. The first will consist of an expansive literature  
review and methodology section. The literature review will discuss in depth the relevant theoretical 
frameworks used throughout the paper. This has two aims. The first is to investigate the work of 
Berlin. This investigation will also critique the false binary between negative and positive liberty 
asserted by Berlin. The second part is to establish how negative liberty has assumed a monistic 
position  in  neoliberalism  and  the  democratization  literature.  Following  this  review,  the 
methodologies and data will be discussed.
The  second  chapter  will  contextualise  the  radical  transformation  initiated  by  Coalition 
Provisional Authority (CPA). In this section the re-engineering of Iraqi society will be examined. 
This chapter will be split into three sections. The first will examine the United States (US) foreign 
policy in relation to Iraq through the presidencies of Bill Clinton and George W. Bush. The second 
will investigate the state “building” process conducted by the CPA. Attention will be given to the 
burgeoning violence and chaos. These are defining features of regime change in Iraq. The third 
section will examine how the creation of a zone, free from coercion, led to the rise of counter-
forces. These forces offered a vision of positive liberty in Iraq's post-Saddam political terrain and 
emerged victorious post-occupation. 
This paper will conclude with remarks about the democratisation project in Iraq. It will be 
argued that the project was doomed from its inception due to the monistic form of freedom and 
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democracy it  imposed. This was a narrow form of freedom and democracy, meant to serve the 
interests of the occupiers. The monistic belief led the occupation forces into an insidious place, 
freeing people from coercion through coercion. The failure of the democratisation project in Iraq 
highlights the oppressiveness of doctrines of freedom when imposed beyond their cultural contexts 
of Western Europe and North America. 
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Theoretical Framework -
An Emerging Monism - Negative Liberty, Neoliberalism & 
Democratization.
“This is, I believe a just war [..]. Acts of genocide will never be a purely internal matter [..]. If we 
can establish and spread the values of liberty, the rule of law, human rights and an open society, then 
that is in our national interest too [..]. The spread of our values makes us safer [..]. Does anyone 
believe Serbia and Iraq would be nations that originate conflict if they were democracies?”
(Tony Blair, Chicago, 1999)
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2.1 - Introduction
This chapter will argue that the negative freedom from interference through the doctrine of 
neoliberalism has  achieved  monistic  status  in  contemporary  global  politics.  The  freedom from 
interference and coercion  has  become an all  subsuming system in which  all  men are  directed. 
Using Isiah Berlin's Two Concepts of Liberty, negative and positive liberty will be examined. From 
this,  “the  inversion of”  liberty  will  be  discussed.  This  inversion (the  three  characteristics  of  a 
monism)  will  be  applied  to  neoliberalism.  The  final  section  will  analyse  the  concept  of 
democratisation and relevant literature in relation to the project in Iraq. This framework will seek to 
establish how negative liberty and neoliberalism are intertwined in a monistic project aimed at a 
narrow form of democracy promotion. This paper will be informed by critical theory, understanding 
democracy and freedom as neither unitary nor universal concepts. 
2.2 - Freedom – Negative & Positive 
Isiah Berlin's Two Concepts of Liberty had profound effects on western thinking following 
its publication in 1958. In this lecture, Berlin proposed a dichotomy between negative and positive 
freedom. Negative liberty is  the  freedom from interference.  One's  freedom is  measured by the 
ability to act (Taylor, 1985; Crowder, 1988). Negative liberty is measured by the primacy of the 
individual. Positive liberty is the liberty of self-mastery, the positive sense of liberty comes from the 
desire to be one's own master (Berlin, 1958 pp.9) Positive freedom is a collective freedom. Freedom 
is for something. Opportunity is not enough, only through the exercise of one's freedom is one truly 
free.  For example,  when education is  free at  the point of use,  is freedom able to be exercised. 
Communism is a political philosophy which subscribes to this value system (Taylor, 1985, pp.211). 
Berlin claims all forms of positive liberty lead to tyranny and coercion due to its tendency towards 
monism (Berlin, 1958, pp.10). 
Monism is the philosophical concept that all things can be understood through one single 
lens or  framework.  Religions  are  prime examples  of monistic  systems.  All  action,  conflict  and 
tragedy, are explained and solved, through the working of God. Monism is explained through three 
concepts.  Firstly the only purpose of all  human beings is  that of rational self-direction (Berlin,  
THE INVERSION OF NEGATIVE LIBERTY & THE INVASION OF IRAQ 9
1958). For example, in the Christian religion the only purpose of rational self-direction is heavenly 
pursuits, caring for the sick and poor. Secondly there is a single, universal, harmonious pattern, 
wherein the goals of all rational beings fit. In Christianity the single harmonious pattern which all  
men fit is the kingdom of God. Priests and reverends act as the gatekeepers, who identify the pattern  
here on Earth. Thirdly all “conflict, and consequently all tragedy, is due solely to the clash of reason 
with the irrational or the insufficiently rational” (Berlin, 1958 pp.17). Thus all conflict and tragedy 
are due to the workings of God, due to ones irrational acts against his teachings.
This side of his analysis has been disregarded. As a universal rule, not all positive forms of 
freedom conform to monism (Crowder, 1988, pp.66). In one passage Berlin does make a revealing 
statement in relation to the inversion of liberty. He writes, “this magical transformation… can no 
doubt be perpetrated just as easily with the 'negative' concept of freedom, where the self that should 
not be interfered with is no longer the individual with his  actual  wishes and needs as they are 
normally conceived, but the 'real' man within, identified with the pursuit of some ideal purpose not 
dreamed of by his empirical self” (1958, pp.9/10). This hypothesis will be applied to the doctrine of 
neoliberalism, arguing that negative liberty can become a monism and is susceptible to coercion and  
tyranny. This tendency towards monism has led to increasing levels of violence and coercion in the 
implementation of the neoliberal doctrine, especially in the global South. 
Overall, Berlin's binary between negative and positive liberty projects a problematic vision 
of  the  world.  If  one  examines  the  two freedoms discussed  above,  one  will  discern  both  these 
manifestations  in  the  political  constitutions  of  Western  European  states.  Western  constitutions 
contain the freedoms from and freedoms for. Theorists assert that all freedoms contain a freedom of 
action and a freedom from want (MacCallum, 1967; Crowder, 1988). Thus the construction of a 
political system monistically promulgating one form of freedom is bound to produce tyranny and 
coercion. Negative liberty, which abhors totalitarianism and domination, when held monistically, 
results in this abhorrent occurrence.
2.3 - Neoliberalism – An All Subsuming Doctrine
Neoliberalism aggressively argues for minimal state interference in the socio-economic life 
of its citizens of which the marketplace is the guiding force (Whyte, 2007 pp.178). Frederick von 
Hayek stated that there are only two legitimate forms of governance, providing a framework for the 
market,  and providing for what the market cannot  (Merquior,  1991, pp.128). The “market” has 
become an all  encompassing and subsuming system, wherein  all  value  conflicts  can  be  solved 
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(Lemke,  2001,  pp.7).  These  markets  form a  “universal  pattern”,  allowing for  the  rational  self-
direction of all beings. The market, in neoliberal theory, is a place where one should be free from 
coercion  (to  make  money).  This  concept  has  been  extended  to  all  facets  of  human  existence 
(Lemke, 2001, pp.7). 
Milton Friedman is famous for his support of Hayek's thesis on freedom, 'the indivisibility 
of liberty'. Freidman states that unless one has economic freedom, the other freedoms, civil and 
political,  vanish  in  the  absence  of  economic  freedom  (Merquior,  1991,  pp.128).  Through  this 
analysis, neoliberal's conflated the freedoms from economic, civil and political interference into a 
single  monistic  doctrine. People,  in  this  doctrine,  are  considered  “homo economicus”  (Lemke, 
pp.10)  and are  defined by self-interest.  This is  the  “self”  Berlin  alludes to  in  the  inversion of 
negative  liberty.  In  neoliberal  doctrine,  pursuing  self-interest  becomes  the  “ideal  purpose  not 
dreamed of by his empirical self”. No longer is the self constituted of competing and conflicting 
identities and values, one is just a self-interested consumer. Thus to attempt to resist the policies of 
negative  liberty  is  to  be considered  irrational. This  can be  seen  in  many of  the  discourses  on 
neoliberal practices, which imply that to resist is backwards or traditional.
2.3a - Neoliberalism & Coercion
This  thesis  posits  that  neoliberalism  is  inherently  violent.  Neoliberal's  have  adopted  a 
Universalist conception of humans and their role in the world. Thus, understanding Berlin's schema 
regarding  monism,  it  has  to  force  the  insufficiently  rational  to  be  “free”.  The  integral  role  of 
violence  within  neoliberal  systems is  established by several  authors.  Two broad categories  are 
discussed here; the instrumental violence of its implementation, and the structural violence of its 
operation.
Naomi  Klein  in  The  Shock  Doctrine investigates  how neoliberalism has  been  violently 
imposed upon populations throughout the Americas, Eastern Europe, and Asia. This violence is 
described as instrumental in nature. Klein (2007) argues that violence was used to reorientate the 
economic  and  social  structures  of  society.  The  widespread  use  of  torture  exemplifies  this 
instrumental violence. Klein remarks that torture is a “foolproof indication that politicians are trying 
to impose a system— whether political, religious or economic—that is rejected by large numbers of 
the  people  they  are  ruling”  (2007,  pp.125).  This  instrumental  violence  has  the  purpose  of 
redistributing  power  and  wealth  to  certain  sections  of  society.  For  neoliberalism,  this  includes 
transnational  corporations,  rentiers,  and political  elites  (Oksala,  2011,  pp.474).  This  doctrine  is 
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aimed at ridding the individual of government interference or coercion but seems to produce it in 
abundance.
Oksala  argues,  in  contradiction  of  what  many  of  its  proponents  say  is  a  minimal  non-
interventionist  state  doctrine,  that  neoliberalism  is,  in  fact,  a  doctrine  of  violent  intervening 
liberalism (2011, pp.475). This is the structural violence in the operation of neoliberalism. This 
form of liberalism has to intervene continuously to create effective competition and attacks other 
practices coordinating individual efforts  (Oksala,  2011, pp.478). This form of government must 
build  the  social,  political,  and  legal  institutions  giving  the  principles  of  competition  effective 
dominance (Oksala, 2011, pp.479). This dominance must be constantly maintained, and for this, 
Oksala explains “objective, extensive and efficient state-violence is indispensable” (2011, pp.479). 
In the case of Iraq one can hypothesise that any resistance will be met be violent repression 
aimed at disciplining the Iraqi nation. In Iraq, both forms of violence were present. The first form 
has  been  examined  by  Naomi  Klein  in  her  book  “The  Shock  Doctrine”.  The  second  form of 
violence,  more  intrinsic  to  neoliberalism,  is  most  evident  in  the  attempts  by  Paul  Bremer  to 
completely reorientate the Iraq state with CPA Order's 1 & 2. As one commentator argued, the war 
in Iraq was pursued less as a strategy, more as a “global experiment in behaviourism” (Klein, 2007, 
pp.332). Iraqi's needed to be taught how to be self-interested consumers, to do this the old order  
needed to be swept away. This inherent violence created a vacuum in Iraq, in which the positive 
forces of political Islam inserted themselves.
            With this conception of neoliberalism as a system seeking to create spaces of non-
interference  regulated  by  the  competition  of  the  market,  one  can  begin  to  examine  what 
democratisation  means in  this  contemporary paradigm.  The next  section will  examine how the 
expanding process of democratisation, conducted since the end of the Cold War, did not produce 
real democracies.
2.4 - Democratization & Regime Change
Democratization  according to  the  UN “is  a  process  which  leads  to  a  more  open,  more 
participatory, less authoritarian society” (Boutros-Ghali, 1996, pp.1). Democracy promotion is the 
process  of  moving  from  an  authoritarian  regime  to  a  democratic  one.  A liberal  democracy  is 
considered “a political system marked not only by free and fair elections but also by the rule of law, 
a  separation  of  powers,  and the  protection  of  basic  liberties  of  speech,  assembly,  religion  and 
property” (Zakaria, 1997). Since the 1980s, a rapid process of democratization has produced many 
THE INVERSION OF NEGATIVE LIBERTY & THE INVASION OF IRAQ 12
democratic states but little democracy (Zakaria, 1997). This has caused problematic implications for 
democratic theories. Zakaria discusses the idea in Illiberal Democracies but the implications of 
monistic  neoliberal  state-building  are  avoided.  Zakaria  views  democracy  as  inseparable  from 
constitutional liberalism, stating that democracy without constitutional liberalism is the problem 
(1997, pp.27). Most of the literature presents the liberal view that democratization is a universal 
process (Müllerson, 2013, pp.33). One common theme among democracy promoters is the belief 
“that eventually all societies necessarily evolve towards free market liberal democracy” (Müllerson, 
2013, pp.35). Resistance by the 'general people' is a rarely discussed topic for the majority of these 
theorists. It is only conservative or traditional forces who resist this form of democracy and freedom 
(Mullerson,  2013,  pp.37).  Democracy  and  negative  freedom  became  creeds  among  leading 
politicians,  most  prominently  Tony Blair  and George  W.  Bush.  Like  the  crusades  before,  they 
believed Western values of “freedom” and “democracy” could be spread through military force 
(Müllerson,  2013,  pp.36).  The 'war  on  terror'  could  be  viewed as  a  war,  “of  one  faith  against 
another” (Müllerson, 2013, pp.36). Both sides in the war on terror present their system as monistic.
Free markets are viewed as the unspecific and vacuous destination of democracy promotion. 
In  Post-Totalitarian  Experience,  the  growing  monism  between  negative  liberty  and  neoliberal 
democratisation becomes evident. The main prescriptions for democratisation were the privatisation 
of all state-owned businesses and industries, and the focus on the interests of capital, instead of 
those of the workers and managers, closing or downsizing antiquated business, making institutions 
comply  with  Western  norms  of  good  business  practice,  and  shrinking  the  social  safety  net 
(Koczanowicz, et al., 2005). Monistic values are evident in these prescriptions through two aspects. 
First is its belief in the universality of Western democratic institutions. Second is its rejection of 
bottom-up practices with inclusive civic participation in the design of the state  and institutions 
which create true democratization (Koczanowicz, et al., 2005, pp.208). Müllerson puts forward an 
interesting point in relation to free market-orientated policies in fledgling democracies. He writes, 
“attempts to weaken the role of the state and a simultaneous encouragement of the development of a 
free market economy and civil society may, instead of increasing the liberties of individuals and 
contributing to their well-being, lead to anarchy and chaos” (2013, pp.43). This is evident in Iraq as 
these policies play an increasing role in the chaotic post-invasion environment. Volpi emphasises 
how Islamic forms of monistic freedom make Muslim society an unsuitable place for contemporary 
forms of liberalism (2004, pp.1062). He also argues that analysts need “to pay greater attention to 
the possibility that the failures of liberal democratic politics are causally linked to the successes of  
non-liberal forms of social mobilization and political learning.” (2004, pp.1075). These ideas will 
be important when examining the failure of democracy promotion in Iraq.
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2.4a Democratization and Iraq
The democratization literature in relation to Iraq deals primarily with historical comparisons 
between the reconstructions of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. Overall, the Iraqi project does 
not represent a good comparative study in relation to Japan and Germany. In Iraq, the occupation 
was dedicated to political and economic doctrines removing the old elites and creating a market 
democracy of non-interference (Klein, 2004; Whyte, 2007). In Japan and Germany, the project was 
less ideological, designed with the help of old elites and planned with local and international help 
(Bellin, 2004/05; Monten, 2004).
Comparisons between de-Nazification and de-Ba'athification are made. De-Ba'athification 
of Iraq is seen one of the main causes of the failure to democratize the country (Brooks, 2015). This 
has been reaffirmed by several authors (Ismael, 2015; Mustafa, 2004; Monten, 2004). All these 
works place huge importance on the social re-engineering policy of de-Ba'athification. In Japan and 
Germany many of the positive notions of freedom, including the “nation” and the centralised state, 
were left intact or rebuilt (Arato, 2009, pp.33). Mustafa argues the construction of the state of Iraq  
post-2003 was conducted  antithetically  to  the  way modern states  were  built  (2004,  pp.35).  He 
argues the Iraqi state was deconstructed to become a “hollow shell”, devoid of centralised control,  
without  a  monopoly  on  the  use  of  force  and  without  “the  establishment  of  locally  generated 
enforceable property rights and efficient autonomous legal institutions (2004, pp.29) He also argues 
the “neo-liberal reconstruction of Iraq, with its wholesale attack on the “state”, is an unexamined 
factor determining the organised violence in Iraq” (2004, pp.35).  One revealing aspect  in these 
works is an unattributed quote. “If you had asked a random Iraqi on the street what he really cares 
about, it generally comes down to “I want to be able to make a decent living for my family, and I  
want my children to be safe and happy.”” (Brooks, 2015, pp.6). This quote has little to do with 
negative  liberty  and  the  freedom  of  opportunity,  but  everything  to  do  with  freedom  as  self-
realisation. The majority of the literature leaves unexamined how conceptions of freedom came to 
dominate the construction and deconstruction of states.
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2.5 - Methodology
This research paper is a critical analysis of the democratization project in Iraq. Using the 
primary tenets of postcolonial studies it aims to highlight the instability of western discourses of 
freedom and its promotion. This thesis argues cultural context and environmental interplay are its 
defining  features. Human  beings  are  constitutive  beings,  not  abstracted  homo  economicus. 
Religious or tribal affiliations can be a more powerful force at offering security than the neoliberal 
landscape of efficiency, profit maximisation and insecurity. 
The three methodologies chosen for this research project were process tracing, historical and 
documentary  analysis,  and  discourse  analysis.  PT is  the  primary  method  and  aims  to  give  a 
temporal  perspective  the  democratisation  project  in  Iraq.  This  method was  used  to  clarify  the 
processes occurring simultaneously during the invasion and reconstruction of the Iraq state. This 
PT, due to the length of the project, was unable to ascertain all the antecedents for the present study. 
It will sought to examine several important events, to reveal the values of negative liberty in the re-
engineering of Iraqi society.
From this, a historical document analysis was conducted of decisions made by the Coalition 
Provisional Authority (CPA) and Iraqi Governing Council (IGC) during the initial period following 
the invasion. The majority of the primary source data is linked to the Iraqi constitution and the 
various orders promulgated by the CPA. 
Discourse analysis will  aim to highlight  how certain aspects of freedom and democracy 
manifested themselves within Iraqi society. This is primarily drawn from Guardian archives and 
relates predominantly to the majority Shia populace. The prime reason for this was the ease of 
accessibility and freedom-of-use. This analysis will be complimented with documentary and film 
evidence to assess the situation on the ground in Iraq and the perception these reforms engendered 
in the Iraqi populace. The aim of these methods is to highlight the monistic nature with which the  
US pursued  its  goals  of  democracy  promotion  and the  “spread  of  freedom”.  This  Universalist 
approach is a key reason for the failure of the project.
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2.6 - Summary
This chapter laid out the three dominant concepts used in relation to the case study of Iraq. 
Beginning with a discussion of Isiah Berlin's Two Concepts of Liberty, this chapter has critically 
engaged with many of the prominent concepts in Berlin's work. It broadened a hypothesis drawn 
from Berlin's work about the inversion of liberty. If negative liberty is held as a monism, coercion 
and tyranny are justified in the spread of “freedom and democracy”. This section examined the 
political doctrine of neoliberalism. There has been a clear conflation in neoliberalism, between the 
political, social, and economic freedoms of non-interference and the marketisation of all relations. 
This doctrine is universally held and has come to have a defining impact upon the democratization 
movement.  Democracy  and  democratization  are  held  as  a  universal  principle.  Democracy 
promotion having alternative effects upon society is rarely discussed. Iraq was the zenith of the 
democracy promotion policy, gaining steam since Ronald Reagan announced the policy in 1985 
(Hansen,  1987).  This  next  chapter  will  examine  how a  monistic  vision  of  liberty  has  eroded 
freedom and security  in  Iraq,  and  has  been used  to  produce  coercion  and  tyranny.  The  result 
highlights the true deficiencies of 'Western' negative liberties in their forceful imposition in Iraq. 
Freedom for the people of Iraq is maintained at all costs even when, as Rousseau said, they must 
“be forced to be free” (Rousseau, 1913, Book 1, Chapter 7).
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We Will Force You to be Free
Iraq and Negative Liberty
“Before the war, we used to be terrified all the time, and living in a horrible situation. And now we 
are still terrified, and still living in a horrible situation but for different reasons. We can't live in this 
way. You know, we are on a jungle now. You can go to the streets, and you can see what's happening 
there. Stealing, and the thieves everywhere and, guns, and, and so on.”
                            (Dr. Nowaz Hassab, No End in Sight, 2007)
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3.1 - Introduction
The invasion of  Iraq  was a  radical  attempt to  remake the  Middle East  in  the  image of 
negative  liberty.  The  nation  of  Iraq  was  deconstructed  with  the  aim  of  creating  a  society  of 
individual self-interested consumers. There was a conviction among the “liberators” that the Iraqi 
people were waiting for “freedom” and “democracy” (Ismael,  2015 pp.21).  The idea that large 
sections of the community would reject the American conception of freedom was not considered. 
When  the  Iraqi  people  did  resist,  Isiah  Berlin's  warning  became  manifest.  This  chapter  will 
investigate how negative liberty suffered from its inversion into a distorted form of positive liberty, 
wherein people were not being liberated for anything. The “liberators” did not possess any positive 
vision for reconstructing Iraq,  but  instead made it  an ultimate exercise in negative liberty.  Iraq 
became the land of “opportunity”, wherein all groups could operate in a “state” free from coercion 
and  interference.  Nowaz  Hassab,  a  doctor  in  a  Bagdad  hospital,  in  No End  in  Sight (2007), 
expresses this sentiment well. She says, “there was no real rules before the war, except for money 
and for power... [now] there are no rules at all” (2007). This project failed before completion and 
this failure is pertinent. It displays the power of indigenous movements and the narrow conceptions 
of Western “freedom”.
The first  section of this chapter will  examine the invasion of Iraq.  This will  involve an 
investigation of the Iraqi Liberation Act in 1998, and the expanding role of the neoconservatives in 
the Bush administration. The second section will examine how Paul Bremer and the CPA, under the 
auspices of the Bush administration and neoconservative elements, attempted to alter the socio-
political and economic structures of the state through the particularist ideology of negative liberty. 
This is divided into two sections; deconstruction, and reconstruction. It is argued these policies are 
important when understanding the resistance following Saddam's fall. These forms of resistance are 
investigated in the third section. This resistance, it is argued, led the occupation forces into an ever 
increasing violent spiral whereby people were being arrested, tortured and killed, in the name of a 
doctrine of non-coercion and non-interference.
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3.2 - Iraq and US Foreign Policy
Iraq was an isolated nation during the 1990s. The country had suffered two devastating wars 
and was economically excluded from the world markets by UN sanctions. In this environment in 
1998, the Iraqi Liberation Act was passed by the US Congress and signed by Bill Clinton. This bill 
reveals  the  shift  in  US  foreign  policy  concerning  Iraq.  Previous  administrations  opted  for 
containment over regime change (Brinkley, 1997, pp.118). The Iraqi Liberation Act (ILA, 1998, H. 
R. 4655--2) stated “it should be the policy of the United States to remove the regime headed by 
Saddam Hussein [..]  in Iraq”. It authorised Clinton to provide assistance, material,  and military 
support, to “promote the emergence of a democratic government to replace the regime” (ILA, 1998, 
H. R. 4655--2). In Clinton's statement attached to the bill, he expresses his objective, for Iraq to 
“rejoin the family of nations as a freedom-loving and law-abiding member” (U.S. Executive Office 
of the President (USEOP), Office of the Press Secretary (OPS), 1998). This document continues to 
describe how the US “favors an Iraq that offers its people freedom at home” and that the US “looks 
forward  to  a  democratically  supported  regime”  (USEOP,  OPS,  1998).  The  “freedom”  and 
“democracy” discussed would be a simplistic model, that would “articulate the aspirations of the 
Iraqi people for a pluralistic, participatory political system that will include all  of Iraq's diverse 
ethnic and religious groups” (USEOP, OPS, 1998). The primary report following this bill was the 
U.S. Central Command (Centcom) Report (1999). This brought forward pertinent issues respecting 
the process of regime change in Iraq. The central topic of this report regarded the overriding danger 
of overthrowing the Saddam regime (as being) without a viable alternative. It argued there “is a 
fundamental  and disruptive difference between Iraqi leadership that would be acceptable to the 
United  States  or  the  coalition”  (Centcom,  1999,  pp.25).  Centcom  argues  it  is  “unlikely  that 
democratic government could be formed but that a government involving nationalist leaders was 
possible” (1999, pp.26). The Iraqi army was also discussed. The report aimed to draw the Iraqi 
army into the process, arguing it's necessity in “the need for a post-crisis Iraq to be able to defend its 
long borders” and (that) “co-opting them could be useful” (1999, pp.23). It stresses the danger in 
Iraq,  overt  US  control  in  the  regime  change  process,  the  differing  visions  of  the  new  Iraq, 
factionalism, and ethnic violence (Centcom, 1999). Following 9/11 and the US' 'War on Terror', the 
report's main conclusion were dismissed, and Iraq was radically remade.
The ascension of George W. Bush to the presidency in 2001 and the events of 9/11 propelled 
US foreign policy in the two years leading up to the invasion. After 9/11 a new militaristic foreign 
policy arose. Called the “freedom agenda”, it was based on a “hopeful ideology called freedom [..] a 
foreign policy  based on liberty”(Hassan,  2008,  pp.269).  This is  the  idea that  “democracy” and 
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“freedom” could be used to defeat extremism (Hassan, 2008, pp.269). It would be a freedom based 
on the negative liberties human rights, democratic government and free trade (Hassan, 2008). The 
Bush administration viewed the overthrow as Saddam Hussein as critical to regional transformation 
(Hassan, 2008).  Weapons of  Mass Destruction (WMD) played an significant  role  in  the public 
discourse,  but  the  invasion  was a  convolution  of  neoliberal  capitalist  forces  (Klein,  2007) and 
neoconservative “democratic revolutionaries” (Ish-Shalom, 2007/2008). Neo-conservative elements 
in Bush's administration had an ideological faith  in a “domino” democratic peace theory (Hassan, 
2008). They planned to remake the Middle East into a “zone of peace” (Hassan, 2008, pp.275). As 
Michael Leeden put it the goal, “was to remake the world” (Klein, 2007, pp.328). These narrow 
theories  of  democracy discounted the positive nature of Islam within Iraqi  society in  the post-
invasion environment. Iraq was viewed as an empty space, where, as Thomas Friedman wrote, the 
US was “not nation-building [..] We are doing nation-creating” (Klein, 2007, pp.330). The nation 
they wished to create was a state subsumed by the new corporatist state model, where one would be 
“free from all interference” (Klein, 2007, pp.331). This goes back to Dr. Nowaz's quote that Iraq 
would now be ruled by the law of the market, the law of the “jungle”.
This attempt at “nation-creating” was implemented by the CPA under the tenure of Paul 
Bremer. The next section will  examine this attempt to deconstruct  the positive freedoms of the 
Saddam-era state and create a neoliberal state based upon negative liberty. This process of national 
de-construction  awoke  the  forces  of  tribe  and  religion.  These  forces  came  to  fill  the  void  of 
“freedom” created by the US occupation.
3.3 - Nation-Creation
Paul Bremer and the CPA headed the reconstruction and democratisation in Iraq on the 11 th 
of May 2003.  It  replaced the  Office for  Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance  (ORHA). 
ORHA was deemed old fashioned and unsuited for the project of “nation-creating” in Iraq. The CPA 
wielded complete control of Iraq and would use its power to attempt a radical reorientation of Iraqi 
society. This process had two stages; deconstruction; and reconstruction. A first stage of violent 
catharsis attempted to cleanse the Iraqi nation of the Saddam-era regime. From this destruction a 
second stage of reconstruction began. In this stage the occupation forces attempted to impose upon 
the  Iraqi  nation  the  values  of  negative  liberty.  This  second  stage  will  conclude  with  the 
mushrooming resistance to these policies.
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3.3a – Deconstruction
With the fall of Bagdad in April 2003 Saddam Hussein's regime collapsed. The Iraqi people 
were joyous at Saddam's fall, but as one soldier remarked in No End in Sight, “they were waiting to 
see what would happen” (2007). What happened was the looting of Iraqi state institutions on a 
massive scale. The most prominent reason for this was the low levels of troops deployed during the 
invasion (Arato, 2009 pp.44). Klein labels it, “a just-in-time” invasion (2007, pp.366). This is the 
concept of a neoliberal corporatist war. Soldiers fought the battles and everything else became the 
job for private industry (Klein, 2007, pp.347/48). The looting of Iraq cannot be blamed upon this 
alone US forces protected the oil ministry and the interior ministry throughout the period (Ismael, 
2015  pp.21).  These  developments  were,  as  Rumsfeld  claimed,  the  “messy  birth  pangs  of 
democracy” (Baker, et al., 2010, pp.77), and according to Barbara Bodine, then US ambassador to 
Iraq, commands from Washington ordered the US forces not to interfere (Baker, et al., 2010, pp.69). 
Important institutions were saved, but the old institutions of positive liberty and nationalism were 
fair game. The damage to Iraq's cultural and social heritage cannot be understated. This period, for 
the occupiers, corresponded with the radical process of catharsis. Through the states destruction, the 
Iraqi people were freed from the repressive shackles of Saddam's positive liberty. Some authors 
argue  the  looting was “privatization by direct,  mass  means in  such an ideological  framework” 
(Baker, et al., 2010, pp.36). Iraq's top economic shock therapist said, "I thought the privatization 
[would occur] sort of naturally when somebody took over their state vehicle or began to drive a 
truck that the state used to own, [that] was just fine" (Klein, 2007, pp.337). This deconstruction is 
best  exemplified  through  the  destruction  wrought  upon  the  Iraqi  education  system in  the  first 
months of the war. According to Jairam Reddy, Director of the United Nations University(UNU), 
“some 84 percent of Iraq’s institutions of higher education [were] burnt,  looted,  or destroyed.” 
(Baker, et al., 2010, pp.31). The Iraqi Academy of Sciences saw its digital and traditional libraries 
partially looted during the war (Baker, et al., 2010, pp.31). The old Iraqi system of higher education 
was replaced by a new system dominated by a  new American curriculum. The Iraqi  education 
system,  instrumental  in  fostering  a  strong  Iraqi  nationality,  was  replaced  by  a  neoliberal  one, 
removing all criticism of US foreign policy and Israeli actions in the occupied territories (Baker, et 
al., 2010, pp.31/32).
Iraqi national heritage also suffered immensely during the fall of Bagdad. Between the 10th 
and 12th of April, Iraqi's main museums, libraries and archives were looted and damaged by fire 
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(Baker,  et  al.,  2010,  pp.68).  No less  than “15,000  invaluable  Mesopotamian  artifacts  from the 
National Museum in Baghdad, and many others from the 12,000 archaeological sites” were robbed 
or looted during “Operation Iraqi  Freedom” (Baker,  et  al.,  2010, pp.26).  The majority of these 
treasures have been smuggled out of Iraq,  fed by an international appetite (Baker,  et  al.,  2010, 
pp.27). Iraq's cultural heritage now belongs to the whole world. An archaeologist at the University 
of Chicago claimed it was “"a lot like a lobotomy. The deep memory of an entire culture, a culture 
that has continued for thousands of years,  has been removed" (Klein,  2007. pp.336).  American 
soldiers watched the cultural  destruction of Iraq's national heritage and even participated in the 
post-invasion cultural destruction by building four huge bases upon ancient historical sites (Baker, 
et  al.,  2010, pp.29). In this first  period of deconstruction,  the vacuum, or “coercion-free zone”, 
emerged. In this period looting became commonplace, but after the invasion, the looting did not 
stop, with the American's never attempting to fill the vacuum. The vacuum exemplified freedom to 
the  occupation  authorities.  Into  this  environment  of  chaos  and  looting,  the  Mosque  began  to 
establish itself as the defender of Iraqi national identity. In one famous case, Shia clerics called on 
women to not “sleep with their husbands if looted objects were not returned.” (Baker, et al., 2010, 
pp.26). Up to 4,000 artifacts have been recovered, although many times that number remain in the  
West “protection” and elsewhere in private collections (Baker, et al., 2010, pp.77).
This policy of engineered chaos formed the first  part  in the process of freeing the Iraqi 
people from all forms of coercion and interference. The second part of the process was led by the 
CPA and would attempt to reconstruct the Iraqi nation in the image of negative liberty. This Iraq 
would also contain new forces, forces the occupation did not intend on competing with. In this  
competition over the future of the Iraqi state, the Shia clerics were important in defining a form of 
positive liberty and ultimately emerging dominant in the post-occupation landscape.
3.3b – Reconstruction
The nation, Bremer, and the CPA, sought to create a non-national, ethnic state in Iraq (Arato, 
2009, pp.50). Nationalism was the primary force of Saddam Hussein. The new Iraq would contain 
none of the old order. In this model, monistic negative liberty would be the guiding principle, all  
differences, ethnic, tribal or religious, would be subsumed in the new Iraq, not suppressed like the  
old Iraq. The CPA set about destroying the old order in its first two decrees, CPA orders 1 and 2. 
Order 1 dismantled the Ba'ath Party of Iraq and disbarred any individual of rank from working in 
the public sector (CPA Order 1, 2003). The second order demobilised and disbanded the entire 
military and police forces of Iraq (CPA Order 2, 2003). In CPA's first two actions radically altered 
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the structure of Iraqi society. Saddam had projected his power through the Ba'ath party and army. 
They functioned as institutions as national integration. These orders alienated 500,000 members of 
the military and police forces (Ismael, 2015, pp.61), and huge segments of the Iraqi middle classes 
and  intelligentsia  (Baker,  et  al.,  2010,  pp.35).  Bremer  aimed to  destroy,  as  he  called it,  Iraq's 
“Stalinist economy”(Klein, 2007, pp.351). All forms of positive liberty were removed. All previous 
state  supports  in  Iraq were removed.  It  was  a  “system that  pitted individuals and communities 
against each other” (Klein, 2007, pp.351). Creating a society free from the coercive elements of 
state power was the ultimate aim. In this reconstruction of society, the Multinational Corporation 
would dominate.
In  Iraq,  private  corporations  were  paid  to  construct  the  local  and  national  democratic 
institutions. Researcher Triangle Institute (RTI), was paid $466 million to build the local democracy 
in  Iraq  (Klein,  2007,  pp.348).  “Democracy”  in  this  vision,  was  a  privatised,  narrow  form  of 
democracy, one prizing transnational and international interests over the indigenous culture and 
identity (Dalacoura, 2005, pp.974). In essence, the occupation attempted to construct a democracy 
compliant with its interests and values. When this democracy appeared to favor the Islamist forces 
in local elections, the CPA cancelled the local elections began under ORHA policies and imposed an  
interim government upon the Iraqi state (Baker, et al., 2010, pp.34). Through this the CPA attempted 
to enforce a permanent constitution, attempting to impose the values of negative liberty in Iraqi 
society (Arato, 2009, pp.18). This can be labelled as post-sovereign constitution making. This is 
because “the constituent power is not embodied in a single organ or instance with the plenitude of 
power, and second, that all organs participating in constitutional politics are brought under legal 
rules”  (Arato,  2009,  pp.vii).  In  this  process,  Bremer  and  the  CPA  constituted  a  radically 
unrepresentative governing body (Arato, 2009, pp.vii), whose purpose was to give an indigenous 
stamp to occupation activities (Arato, 2009, pp.20). 
Coupled  with  these  actions  were  an  expansive  set  of  economic  policies.  This  series  of 
aggressive economic policies, known as the “Shock Doctrine”, aimed at removing subsidies and 
state protections in a national economy (Whyte, 2007, pp.179). These policies were derived from 
the neoliberal handbook of Milton Friedman. There was a 15% income tax (Income Tax Law(ITL) 
No.113, Chap.3 Art.5), and foreign companies were allowed to buy 100% of Iraqi assets (Klein, 
2007, pp.345). Furthermore companies could offset international tax obligations with those in Iraq, 
thus making international business in Iraq tax-free (ITL No.113, Chap.4 Art.7). Rumsfeld claimed 
they were,  “"some of the most enlightened—and inviting—tax and investment laws in the free 
world." (Klein, 2007, pp.346). Following these policies unemployment rates increased dramatically 
(Baker, et al., 2010, pp.35) and child mortality increased (Left, S. 2004). The dismissal of thousands 
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of soldiers and workers and devastated standards of living led to a direct rise in levels of insurgent 
violence (Mustafa, 2004; Klein, 2007).
Violence in Iraq is related to attempts to impose a monistic form of freedom. This imposition 
of  freedom was aimed at  the  repression  of  the  forces  of  positive liberty  in  Iraqi  society.  This  
included nationalists  and Islamists.  During the first  three and a half years of occupation,  about  
61,500 Iraqi's were captured and imprisoned by U.S. Forces. Roughly 19,000 remained in custody 
in the spring of 2007 (Klein, 2007, pp.366). Torture was routinely used against detainees between 
70 and 90 percent of whom were “mistakes” (Klein, 2007, pp.370). Every night the occupation 
forces roamed the cities and countryside of Iraq invading people's houses in a fruitless search for 
Saddam, or WMD, or Al-Qaida. Along the way, Iraqi's from all sects and ethnicities were being 
imprisoned. 
During the early months of the occupation, the neoliberal torture chambers were established. 
In August/September of 2003, General Sanchez, the US commander in Iraq, authorised the use of 
the “Guantanamo model”, involving the use of deliberate humiliation, sensory deprivation, sensory 
overload and “stress positions” (Klein, 2007, pp.368). Torture was meted out to everyone because 
everyone was guilty. The former Saddam-era prison of Abu Gharib was converted by US forces and 
became a primary facility in the instrumental use of torture and imprisonment in the effort to silence 
or remove dissenters from society. By 2005, Human Rights Watch claimed torture was “systematic” 
in the US supervised jails and prisons, including the use of electrocution (Klein, 2007, pp.370). 
Violence and torture in  this  post-modern nightmare became lucrative business opportunities.  In 
several cases the Iraqi police forces demanded thousands of dollars from families to halt the torture 
of  their  relatives  (Klein,  2007,  pp.373).  With  the  collapse  of  Iraq's  industries  following  the 
neoliberal privatization plan, kidnapping became a thriving industry. In the first three and a half 
months of 2006, nearly 20,000 people were kidnapped (Klein, 2007, pp.373). This fell primarily 
upon  the  professional  classes  of  Iraq,  who were  pressed  by the  violent  forces  operating  from 
government offices and the insurgency. This ever increasing spiral of violence is closely related to 
the rejection of the American occupation and their vision of a “free” Iraq. As discussed above, 
torture is the primary method through which a government imposes “a system— whether political, 
religious or economic—that is rejected by large numbers of the people they are ruling” (Klein,  
2007, pp.125). Torture in Iraq did not possess any conceivable military purpose, instead, the object 
was to coerce the people of Iraq to the values of negative liberty. This use of torture also clearly 
displays the inversion of negative liberty. The Iraqi people had to be coerced and brutalised to be 
free. 
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3.4 - Resistance
Iraqi resistance to the US invasion/occupation continued throughout the post-Saddam era. 
There was widespread chaos and disorder. The Sunni resistance was predicted as certain aspects of 
the de'Ba'athification policy fell predominantly upon this ethnic group (McCarthy, 2004), but the 
Shia population was expected to support the US. Instead the Shia clerics offered a different vision 
of a democratic Iraq. These forces offered a vision whereby Islam and democracy (one man, one 
vote) would be the force of legitimacy in the new Iraqi state (Cole, 2005, pp.9/10). 95% of the 
population is Muslim. Shia clerics like Moqtada al-Sadr and Ayatollah Sistani became dominant 
figures in the emergent political landscape. In a fatwa issued by Sistani on the 28th June, he argued, 
Iraqi's could not guarantee that the US “will  draft a constitution that conforms with the highest 
interests of the Iraqi people and would express its national identity, one basis of which is the pure 
Islamic religion and noble social values.” (Cole, 2005, pp.10). US actions necessitated non-violent 
resistance. Sistani and the clerics of Najaf (a holy city for Iraq's Shia population) called for elections  
to be held as soon as possible. 
The CPA ignored the increasing marginalisation of the Shia population. This is first evident 
in the mass protests conducted by al-Sadr in explicit rejection of the constitution drafting process 
conducted by the American's (Steele, 2003). Al-Sadr also called upon volunteers to join his new 
Islamic  army,  the  notorious  Mahdi  Army (Steele,  2003).  Al-Sadr  had become popular  in  Sadr 
(previously Saddam) city, a slum of two million Shias in Bagdad. Using the network of mosque-
based welfare-systems built by his father (Steele, 2003), he began to dominate the vacuum vacated 
by the occupation forces in Bagdad and Najaf (Klein, 2007, pp.359). Following these protests, Shia 
dissatisfaction became increasingly vocal (Wilson, 2003; McCarthy, 2003; Associated Press, 2004; 
Howard, 2004). During these months the occupation spiralled further out of control. Increasing Shia 
protests (Associated Press, 2004) and strikes (Muttitt, 2005) challenged the occupation forces vision 
of the new Iraq. Protesters in the streets of Basra and Bagdad shouted,"Yes, yes to elections. No, no 
to occupation." (Associated Press, 2004). This culminated in the two sieges of Najaf where US 
forces attempted to regain control of Najaf from the Mahdi army (Ismael, 2015, pp.24).  Sadr's 
forces were defeated but his  political  movement continued to  gain force in the new Iraq,  even 
launching protests in the Green Zone in Bagdad in 2016 (BBC News, 2016). 
Increasingly, radical methods were discontinued or altered. The US discontinued the main 
elements of de'Ba'athification and attempted to reverse the policy (McCarthy, 2004). The American 
attempts  to  install  a  permanent  constitution  were  also  unsuccessful.  Iraq's  Shia  clerics  were 
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successful  in  espousing a  more indigenous understanding of “freedom” and “democracy”.  This 
form of democracy draws legitimacy from the dual sovereignty of Islam and the democratic voting 
process (Cole, 2005). Clerical authority would act as a stop-valve against the excesses of the masses 
(Cole, 2005). These forces instilled in Iraq a competing form of positive liberty. Cole stresses the  
relationship between the clerical discourse and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (Cole, 2005, pp.26). Both 
believed in positive liberty and the tyranny of the majority. The success of this is evident in the 
defeat of attempts to radically alter society to follow American dictates and values (Cole, 2005, 
pp.20).
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Conclusion
The inversion of negative liberty led to tyranny and coercion in Iraq. Negative liberty, held 
monistically through the doctrine of neoliberalism, has become a force of oppression. In Iraq the US 
pursued an agenda aimed at deconstructing the previous state institutions and sought to create a 
society free from all coercion and interference. A prime example of this is the permissive attitude to  
the looting and theft of Iraq's cultural identity.  The perpetrators of the invasion believed violence 
held a cathartic power capable of remaking Iraq society. The US, through the CPA, dismantled the 
primary institutions of the Saddam-era state, the Ba'ath Party, and armed forces. In the vacuum 
created by the invasion and policies of the CPA, old tribal relationships and religious affiliations 
began to dominate social relations. The mosques became the primary institutions of political power 
in the post-Saddam Iraq. These mosques became the battle sites of post-invasion Iraq as the US 
sought to impose its narrow sanitised and privatised version of democracy upon the Iraqi nation. 
This  universalist  approach  to  “nation-creating”  repressed  any  resistance  through  tyranny  and 
coercion.  In  Iraq,  resistance  did  spiral.  Saddam-era  prisons  and  torture  chambers  became 
institutions  in  the  imposition  of  negative  freedom.  This  case  study  highlights  the  paradox  of 
attempting to spread a form of political freedom from coercion and tyranny through violence and 
coercion. Coercion and tyranny are necessary tools in the construction of any monistic political 
system.
These policies engendered increasing levels of resistance, derailing many of the key plans 
the occupying forces had, including a reversal of the key policy of de'Ba'athification. This also 
correlated with various victories obtained by the Shia political movement in espousing competing 
visions of freedom and democracy in Iraqi society. This was based on the dual sovereignty of Islam 
and popular democracy (one man, one vote). This case highlights the weakness of modern western 
discourses  of  freedom, and how they too,  have  come to represent  doctrines  of  unfreedom and 
submission. This narrow form of freedom collapsed in the face of a resurgent positive liberty. The 
strength of indigenous movements in Iraq highlights the appeal of positive liberty in comparison 
with the narrow concept of freedom spread by the West. Centuries ago, the values of the French 
Revolution spread throughout the indigenous populations of Haiti and Latin America with a positive  
yearning  for  liberation.  Today  our  “freedoms”  are  used  increasingly  to  coerce  and  tyrannise 
populations throughout the globe in the name of “freedom and democracy”, producing less of both, 
at home and abroad.
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